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**T would fain hope, 


that the example given by the people of West- 


**‘ minster, might encourage other places still to contend for that small 
** portion of Independence which yet remains in the country ; and thereby 
“‘ keep alive, at least in the remembrance of their countrymen, : their 
** ancient constitutional right to a full, fuir, and free representation of the 
** peuple in Parliament, their only quiet and peaceable security, at all times, 
** for their rights and property, against the despotism and plunder of the 


* few. 


For these purposes you shall alw ays find me, either in or out of 


«Parliament, READY TO LAY DOWN MY LIFE.’—Sir Francis 
Burpetr’s Lerrer TO THe EvLecrors OF WesrMINsTER, 161TH OctTo- 


BER, 1812. 





TO 
ELECTORS OF 
On tue monstrous Inrricves 


THE 
WESTMINSTER. 


AND THE MONSTROUS COALITION, 


AND ESPECIALLY ON THE conpUcT oF THEIR Memaer, Sir 


Francis Burpert. 





Kensington, 10th Mey, 1827, 


GENTLEMEN, 

Acain I say, ‘Look at the 
Motto,” and then view the conduct 
of the author of the Letter (a 
Letter addressed to yourselves), 
from which that Motto is extract- 
ed. But, before I proceed to 


comment upon that conduct, be- 
fore I proceed to show the extent 
of the insolence, the ingratitude, 
the perfidiousness of that author 
towards the people of Westmin- 
ster; towards that people who have 
done so much for him, and who 


have been so unvaryingly faithful _ 
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and indulgent to him; before] standing with some of them that 
I proceed to do this, and to show | they should join together for the 
how the people at large are now ‘purpose of putting him at the 
intended to be sacrificed by both head of affairs, and of obtaining 
and by all the factions, let me|snug things for them under him. 
first request your attention to the | it was understood, and, indeed,’ it 
monstrous intrigues and the mon- wan manifest enough to all the 
strous coalition that have taken | world, that Canning and the late 
place. |Lorp Cuance.ior pretty cor- 

At the time when Cawnnine  dially detested one another; and 
was complimenting Broveuam, | that, if Liverroot should happen 


and receiving the compliments of | to drop out of the socket, a con- 





the latter; at the time when these | test would arise, that would bring 


two wordy politicians were reci- | the strength ot these parties toa 
procating compliments upon the | trial. That some part of the 
subject of the mad project of | creatures called Tories would 
forcing what they call liberty, but | stick to Canning was certain: he 
what I call plunder under the | had his little band; and_ that 
name of liberty, upon Portugal; | band must stick to him or become 


at that time, it was easy to see, | mere underlings, For three or 





that Canning foresaw something | four years, the people called 
that would make it necessary for Whigs have been playing into 
him to form a coalition with that} his hands, in order to give him 
old, battered part of the “ regi- weight and power against his col- 
ment” (as Sir Francis Burdett leagues of the other part of the 
used to call it) which had for so Ministry. Liverpool balanced be- 


many years been so heartily de-| tween the two, and thus kept bis 





spised under the name of Whigs.| place and power. When he drop- 
Indeed, long before that, he seems | ped out, the contest came. Now; 


to have had a pretty clear under- | it was manifest to me, that, a long 


| 
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time ago, he was very likely to} I was in the House of Lords, on 


drop out. In the month of May | the day of the debate on Lord 


last, I saw him in the House of 
Lords; and I could call upon 
twenty gentlemen to prove that, 
between that month and the month 


of September, I gave a descrip- 





Matussury’s motion relative to 
the corn laws, I heard Lord Bar- 
nunrst make his speech in oppo- 
sition to Lord Malmsbury’s pro- 


posed motion, and I heard Lord 


tion of him, and gave an opinion | Liverpool, who sat on the same 


founded on that description, which | 


opinion was, that he could remain 


bench, on the right hand of Lord 


Bathurst, repeating, loud enough 


to act in office but a vely short | for me to hear the words at the 


time. If I, who could see him 
only by just getting a squeezing 
eep at him in the House of 
Lords ; if I could 


this conclusion; and that, too, 


come to 


with perfect impartiality, because 
I cared no more about his health 
or capacity than [ cared about the 
health or capacity of any snail or 
slug that is an inhabitant of my 
neighbour’s garden; if I could, 
under such circumstances, come to 
this couclusion, is it not fairly to 
be presumed, that Canning, who 
saw him so frequently, who had 
so many opportunities of ascer- 
taining his state, must have come 
to something very much like the 


same conclusion? In short, when 





bar (which is a distance nearly 
half the length of the House be- 
tween the throne and the bar) the 
closing nine or ten words of every 
sentence uttered by Lord Bathurst; 
and this work of repeating hecon- 
tinued in my hearing and to 
the astonishment of myself and 
all about me, during the 
whole of Lord Bathurst’s speech, 
which lasted for more than half 
an hour. It was impossible to 
believe, that, to whatever this 
might be ascribeable, it indicated 
any thing short of an ailment of 
some sort or other, that would 
naturally produce the retirement, 
in some way, of Lord Liverpool, 


This would not escape Canning 
N 2 
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and the Whigs; and, accordingly, 
we find that their complimenting 
of each other increased, day by 
day, till at last it was manifest 
to every body that there was an 
intention to form a junction which 
should enable Canning to oust 
his colleagues. They are now 
ousted ; and the Whigs are sitting, 
intermingled with the small Tories, 
with this same Canning at their 
head. Whether it be true or not, 
that Canning received the pro- 
position for a coalition from the 
Whigs or they from him, is of 
very little consequence to us; 
whether it be true, as it has been 
suggested in the House of Lords, 
that he received this proposition, 
kept it tendays in his pocket, then 
laid it before the King, and never, 
during the ten days, communi- 
cated it to his colleagues; whether 
this be true or false, signifies not 
a farthing to us; nor would it 
signify a farthing to us, whether 
the coalition were formed or not; 
whether Whigs or Tories, or partly 
one and partly the other, com- 
posed the new Ministry; but, it 





signifies greatly to us, when the 
cause of Parliamentary Reform is 
to be sacrificed, when that cause 
is to become the victim of this 
intrigue; when those who have 
pretended that they wished for 
Parliamentary Reform, come and 
place themselves on the side of 
Canning, who has always been its 
bitterest enemy ; come and sit at 
his back and give him all the 
support in their power; come and 
do this, without saying one single 
word about any thing to be ob 
tained in favour of the people. 
Nay, when they come and dis- 
claim the cause of Reform ; when 
they say that the people no longer 
wish for it; when, in short, they 
clearly show us that they mean 
not only to abandon the cause of 
the people; not only never to 
do any thingany more with a view 
of obtaining the people justice; 
not only to withdraw even all their 
pretended support of the people’s 
cause; but when they almost 
openly declare that they will make 
a sacrifice of the people’s rights 
for the sake of securing power 


Shai 
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and emolument for themselves 
This is a matter that does concern 
us: the miserable renegado rep- 
tiles will be deceived: even if you 
were indifferent to your own secu- 
rity and to the honour of your 
country, and even if all the people 
followed your example in that re- 
spect; even then the renegadoes 
would not succeed in their inten- 
tions; for, events will speedily 
arise that will cripple all their 
projects, that will disconcert all 
their deep-laid schemes, that will 
throw them into utter confusion, and 
make even those whom they have 
ousted, congratulate themselves 
upon having lost their power and 
their places : the renegadoes will 
find that they have over-reached 
themselves, and that they have 
gained nothing but danger and 
disgrace, greater than they have 
ever known before ; but, this forms 
no apology for their conduct : they 
mean well; they mean well for 
themselves : they mean to get pos- 
session of power and emolument, 
and to keep them for the whole 
length of their lives; this is what 
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they mean, and we will do them 
the justice to take the will for the 
deed. 

They will be defeated ; but, it 
is no reason for our keeping si- 
lence. Though time, and a short 
time, will see all their schemes 
blasted, it is our duty to defend 
ourselves against those schemes. 
It is our duty to assert the rights 
which they have so flagrantly 
abandoned ; and if wedo not as- 
sert those rights at this time, we 
shall deserve, and we shall be and 
our children after us will be to 
be bandied about, from faction to 
faction, to be kicked backward 
and forward, to be tossed up and 
down, to have our purses emptied 
at the end of every month, and to 
be, in short, the most despicable 


slaves that ever toiled for a set of 


greedy masters. 
But, some one may say, is it 
not a good thing to see ousted 
that set of men, who have, during 
so many years, been doing, every 
year, so many things which I and 
which you and which the people 
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at large have so loudly complain- 


ed of: is it not a good thing to see 
this band broken up, divested of 
power, and tasting, at last, of 
something like humiliation? A 
very good thing! A very good 
thing in itself, a very good thing 
in its natural consequences ; for, 
my conviction is, that it must lead 
to good, and that it will be one 
means of accelerating the total 
destruction of that system of which 
we have been so justly complain- 
ing for so many years. But, even 
this great good is worth nothing ; 
it is even an evil, if it be to be 
purchased by an abandonment of 
the cause of Parliamentary Re- 
form. It is not the men: itis the 
horrible system, the Borough- 
system which has caused us to 
suffer, and which causes us still 
to suffer. Why do we pay five- 
pence halfpenny a pot for porter, 
instead of that three halfpence 
which we should pay, if there 
were none of those taxes, of which 
the remainder of the price is com- 
posed? Why do we pay, at this 
‘moment, seven shillings a bushel 
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for the wheat which we ought to 
have for little more than three 
shillings and sixpence the bushel ? 
What is the cause of this? Is not 
the cause as plain as the nose 
upon one’s face? Do we wish to 
pay thus for our bread and our 
beer? Do we wish to have our 
earnings thus taken away from 
us? Certainly we do not: we 
wish not to have them thus taken 
away: what is it that takes them 
away ? The Jaw : and who makes 
the law? Not men of our choosing. 
The law is made by a set of men, 
who are not chosen by the people 
at large. According to the petition 
presented by Lord Grey, and now 
lying upon the table of the House 
of Commons, a majority of the 
Members of that House are put 
into it by less than two hundred 
great men; by the will and plea- 
sure of less than two hundred 
greatmen. Therefore itis, that 
we pay the taxes we pay; there- 
fore it is that the great mass.of us 
are poor and miserable ; therefore 
it is that we are deprived of our 
suitable enjoyments, — If the laws 
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were madeby men chosen by the 


people at large, those men would 
not and could not consent that 
taxesso enormousshould be raised 
upon the food and drink of the 
people. Let me put this question 
to any rational being. Does he 
believe that, ifthe people had the 
choosing of the makers of the laws, 
those law-makers would ever have 
given their consent to the giving 
of half-pay as military officers, to 
men who were now parsons, hav- 
ing livings and receiving tithes, 
surplus fees, and Easter-offerings 
as.clergymen of the church? It is 
impossible: no man in his senses 
and who has any love of truth 
about him, will say that he be- 
lieves that men, chosen by the 
people, would have thus disposed 
of money arising from taxes on 
the food and drink of that people, 
on their soap, their candles, their 
tea, their tobacco, their sugar, 
their pepper, their, in short, al- 
most every article forming a ne- 
cessary of life, No rational man 
will say that he believes such a 
thing ; how, then, are we to be- 
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| thing of all ? 









398 
come better off without a change 
in the mode of electing the law- 
makers? Is not this the greatest 
Is not this the only 
thing worth seeking after with 
earnestness ? and if this be aban- 
doned ; if those who are to come 
and succeed the late Ministers are 
to begin their career by saying 
that no reform is necessary, or 
by acting as if they said so, what 
does this wretched people get by 
They are made 


worse off than they were before. 


this change ? 


They have fast enemies, avowed 
enemies in the set that are gone 
out; and they have lost even the 
pretended friendship of the set 
that are come in. There is no- 
body, now, even to speak for 
them; but, I trust that they are 
not so hase or so foolish as to ab- 
stain from speaking for themselves ; 
and that, too, upon every occasion 
and in every way that presents 
itself to them. 

Nebody can doubt that, before 
the overture was made to Can 
ning by the Whigs ; that long 
before. that, a part of this old 
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rump of politicians, who had been 
accustomed to speak or to vote 
for reform of Parliament, clearly 
saw the difficulty in which they 
would be placed, if they joined 
Canning. That they would join 
him if they could thereby obtain 
a chance of getting any thing by 
it, was certain. They knew, well 
enough, that he could not stand a 
day if he did not distinctly declare 
that he would never consent to a 
Reform of the Parliament. They 
knew that he must make this de- 
claration, or that he would be 
They 


knew that there was that majority 


ousted in a_ twinkling. 


in the House of Commons so well 
described and: so positively as- 
serted in Lord Grey’s petition: 
they knew well that that majority 
would turn him out in a trice if he 
‘did not give them an assurance 
that he would always continue 
hostile to Reform. They knew 
that he would declare perpetual 
hostility to it, and therefore they 
began to ptepare themselves for 
accounting for going over to his 


side and supporting him in spite 
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of this declaration of his, of eter- 
nal hostility to Reform! This 
was a pretty tough job to manage: 
one would wonder how any man, 
however impudently profligate, 
could, at the end of twenty years 
of repeated solemn declarations, 
that the nation never could be 
freed from oppression without a 
Reform of the Parliament; one 
would wonder how even the most 
barefacedly profligate of all man- 
kind could, after all this, go over, 
sit at the back of aman, calla 
man their right honourable friend, 
pledge themselves” to support a 
man as prime minister, who should 
solemnly declare to their faces, 
at the very time that they were 
supporting ‘him and pledging 
themselves to support him, that 
he would oppose Parliamentary 
Reform to the last hour of his 
having a seat in that House! Yet, 


this is what the coalescing Whigs 


have done; and have thus made 
good all our charges against 
them; have thus proved them- 
selves to be the false friends of 


Reform ; have thus proved to 
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actual demonstration that they 


have made use of Reform as a 
means of deceiving the people, 
and of thereby gaining some 
strength wherewith to annoy the 
Ministers in order to get posses- 
sion of power and emolument 
themselves. 

But, let us hear a little of the 
reasons given by these coalescing 
Whigs, for having joined the great 
aud mortal enemy of Reform, and 
for persevering in supporting him, 
after hearing his declaration that 
his hostility to it shall cease only 
with his parliamentary Jife. The 
reasons given by Mr. Brougham 
are these: that, for some years 
past, particularly since the death 
of Castlereagh, who cut his own 
throat at North Cray in Kent, the 
people have become indifferent 
with respect to the cause of Re- 
form ; that there has been much 
coolness amongst the people with 
regard to it; that the Government 
has been conducted in a manner 
to give general satisfaction ; that 
the nation has felt itself so well off 
under this new mode of carrying 
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on the Government, since Can- 
ning came into office in 1822, that | 
the people have not any longer 
been anxious about a Reform of 
tke Parliament ;. and that, there- 
fore, NOW that question may be 
passed over and these Whigs may 
agree to support Mr. Canning, 
though he solemnly declares that 
he never will consent to Reform. 
Much about the same thing was 
said by Lord Joun Russet, who 
is now member for a- borough in 
Ireland, while your member Bur- 
petT, the author of the motto to 
this paper ; the author, as I shall 
show, one of these days, of more 
than two hundred solemn declara- 
tions, that every thing was false ; 
that every thing was an infamous 
pretence which professed to have 
in view to better the lot of the 
people, until there should be a 
Reform of the Commons’ House. 
of Parliament, which he, seven- 
teen different times, has pledged. 
himself to defend, to support by 
all manner of means, and to obtain 
if possible, and at the risk of his 
life,if necessary. While the others 
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give the above reasons for sup- 
porting the bitter and everlasting 
enemy of Reform, this hero says, 
this “ Westminster's Pride and 
England's Glory ” says, that “ as 
‘“* to Reform, he-will VOTE for it 
“and vote for any Reforms, 
** whenever they shall be brought 
“forward”! This is what he 
says; and, thus, they all aban- 


don the cause of Reform, most 





unless at the manifest peril of 
their lives; and that law, after 
having remained in full force so 
long, the people regarded as being 


the law for ever, and a‘vast ma- 


Jority of them stilt look upon it as 


law to this day. They choose to 
forget, too, the dungeons and bills 
of indemnity of 1817 and 1818. 
They choose to forget the long 


imprisonments ; the terrible suffer- 


| 


expressly, and they tell us as/ ings, the horrible ruin and lacera- 
plainly as they can tell us, that} tion “of hundreds of men, for no 
they will support .the man, he other crime than that of being 


being Prime Minister, too, who | known to be serious in the cause 





plainly tells them that he will op- 
pose it to the last hour of his par- 
liamentary life. 

Now, as to these reasons given 
by the coalescing Whigs, and 
coming from the mouth of Mr. 
Brougham. First, they tell us 
that, for five years past, the people 
have appeared indifferent with 
respect to the cause of Reform. 
They choose to forget that, for a 
considerable part of that time, 


there has been a law actually in 


force to prevent the people from 
meeting to talk about Reform, 





of Reform ; they forget the fate 
of poor Riley; they choose to 
forget the choppings and shootings 
and tramplings at Manchester ; 
they choose to forget the Oldham 
Inquest ; they choose to forget 
that the shaking of the bowels 
out of the body of poor Ogden, 
became the subject of an illitera- 
tive jest, which set the House in 
a roar of laughter; and they 
choose to forget or to appear to 
forget, that it is with the jester 
that they have now coalesced, for 
the sake of coming into theseram- 
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ble, and getting at a share. of 
what the Reformers wished | to 
keep from them all. , 
These things were pretty well 
calculated to cool the Reformers. 
If halters, axes, guns, bayonets, 
the trampling of horses’ feet, years 
in a solitary cell and bowels 
shaken out of the body; if these 
be not sufficient to cool men, they 
must be of a nature like Etna. 
Still they have not been indiffer- 
ent: wherever the’ people have 
met, they have not shown a cool- 
ness on the subject. In the coun- 
ties of Kent, Surrey, Norfolk, 
Huntingdonshire, | Cambridge- 
shire, county meetings have all 
sent up petitions for Reform of 
the Parliament, and that, too, since 
the man cut his throat at North 
Cray in Kent. During this very 
winter, there has :been a_ petition’ 
from Renfrewshire, for Parlia- 
mentary Reform. The people, 
properly so called, the promis- 
cucus multitude, haye met. no- 
where’ in public meeting, to peti- 
tion: upon any subject, without 
including Parliamentary Reform. 
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In stating their complaints against 
the Corn Bill; in framing prayers 
against that cruel: tax, they have 
never failed. to ascribe it to, a 
want of Parliamentary Reform: 
so that, the assertion is false; not 
sophistical, but really a blunt 
falsehood; an impudent, bare- 
faced falsehood: the people are 
satisfied that as long as they have 
nothing to say in the making of 
laws, their food, their drink, their 
raiment,’ all the fruits of. their 
earnings will be taxed, as express- 
ed in the words of my Motto, for 
the benefit of the few. The. 
author of the Motto called it the 
plunder of the few. I make use 
of milder terms; but the people 
are still satisfied, are still con- 

vinced, that their only security 

against being half starved, and 

being. clothed in rags, is that Re- 

form in the Parliament, to obtain 

which: your Member Burpert 

declared that.he was. ready to lay 

down. his life ! 

But, if we are. to believe 

Brovcsam, the Goveroment has 
been conducted in a manner, dur- 
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ing the last five years, to give 
such general satisfaction, and the 
nation has felt itself so well off 
during that time, that the people 
have not, any longer, been anxi- 
ous about a Reform of the Par- 
liament. Mark, Gentlemen, how 
false pretences sometimes trip 
themselves up. If the Govern- 
ment have been so well conducted, 
and so much for the good of the 
nation during the last five years, 
how unjust is it in Mr. Brougham 
to find fault of the late Ministers ! 
It is notorious that Canning was 
not the ruler. Seven out of 
twelve, or, rather, seven out of 
eleven of his colleagues, and those 
filling all the great offices, quit 
the Ministry rather than serve 
under him. It is notorious that 
he was in a minority in the cabi- 
net: it is notorious that the mea- 


sures were not his: it is noto- 


rious that the measures . for the 
last five years, be they what they 
might, were measures, in which 
he had only a share, and that, too, 
a small share. This being the 
case: this being undeniable, what 
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ground can Mr. Brougham have 
for wishing at all for a change of 
the Ministry: and, if the system 
which the Minister pursued gave 
such general satisfaction as to 
make the people cease to wish for 
a change of the system, and for a 
Reform of the Parliament, for 
what could he desire to see a 
change, except for the obtaining 
of an opening for himself ? 

The fact is, however, that the 
Government has, during the last 
five years, been conducted in just 
the same way that it always has 
been conducted since I or since 
any of you can remember. It 
could not have any Six Acts to 
pass ; for they were already pass- 
ed and they have all been kept in 
force to their utmost. It could 
not pass Power-of-Imprisonment 
Bills, unless in mere sport, for, 
it had laws already passed to pre- 
vent the people from meeting and 
to muzzle the press, and make the 
main mass of it. completely sub- 
servient. to those who had the go- 
verning power in their hands, It 
has, however, passed some laws ; 
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it has done some things during 
that five years ; and these things 
ought, by no means, to be forgot- 
ten, It has hardened the laws with 
respect to the game. It has pass- 
ed a new trespass law, which 
makes it dangerous for a man to 
set his foot off the turnpike road. 
It has empowered the magistrate 
to send the poor man to gaol and 
to hard labour upon a charge of 
trespass of even one penny da- 
mage; and, it has protected the 
rich man from being thus dealt 
with, though he commit damage 
to the amount of scores of pounds. 
Nay, it has done this: it has en- 
abled the magistrate, one single 
magistrate, to send a poor man to 
prison and to hard labour, under 
certain circumstances of non-pay- 
ment of damages, if he walk but 
ten feet in a corn-field ; and, it 
has protected the rich man, in go- 
ing through the same corn-field 
.and beating down half the corn, 
with horses, dogs and followers, 
and subjected him to nothing but 
.the ancient and usual slow pro- 
cess. at law. During . the | last 
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five years, while the softener 
of the criminal code, who is now, 
it.is said, to be in place; during 
the last five years, while «this 
softener has been at work to put 
an end to the laws against witch- 
craft, this excellent Government of 
ours ; this mild and well-behaved 
Government,which has given such 
“general satisfaction ;” or that 
has acted so satisfactorily, at least, 
to. Mr. Brougham, Lord. John 
Russell and Sir Francis Burdett, 
has brought in and passed a bill, 
making it felony to take an apple 
off a tree! and, thus, . even 
though the felon may be pardon- 
ed, causing him to forfeit all his 
right to real property to the end 
of his life! A mightily well-be- 
haved Government, to be sure; a 
singularly mild and tender-hearted 
Government; a Government the 
conduct of: which was, to be sure, 
famously calculated to make the 
people cease to.wish for Reform. 

Not to go into other particulars, 
at present; not to cwell upon a 
great variety of acts, every one 
of which proves the necessity of 
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a Reform of the Parliament, and 
every one of which have been 
passed at the instigation of the 
Ministers within the last five years, 
what’ will these converted co- 
alescers say to the tricks which 
have been played with the paper- 
money ¢ Mr. Robinson, Mr. Hus- 
kisson, all were in place, when 
the Small-note Bill of 1822 was 
passed, except Canning himself, 
and he constantly supported and 
voted with the Government. All 
the late Ministry, including Can- 
ning himself, then, put forth the 
bales of paperin 1822 ; that pro- 
duced the horrible ruin of 1825 ; 
that produced the Act of last year; 
proposed by Canning himself and 
accompanied with a vow that he 
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manufacturers ; look at the ruin 
of the merchants, See the thou- 
sands and thousands of tradesmen 
breaking up in spite of all their 
think of 


the wide-spreading starvation of 


incessant industry ; 


the: people by thousands and 
hundreds of and 
look at the begging-box carried 


thousands, 


round by Royal authority ; look 
at all these things, and see 
new royal and ministerial palaces 
rising up at the same time at 
look 


at a sham bridge, costing from 


most enormous expense ; 


thirty to sixty thousand pounds ; 
look at the whole thing, even as 
it is; look at the farmers, and 
hear their tales; behold the pau- 
pers’ swarming like the lice of 


would never recede from it; the}Egypt, and thousands actually 


Act of last year has produced the 
present steadily increasing: ruin ; 
and which ruin will finally pro- 
duce the overthrow of Canning 
and of all his newly converted 
tribe, unless they be overthrown 
by some other thing, before that 
great cause comes into full ope- 
ration. Look at the ruin of the 


| 





rotting upon rushes or straw re- 
duced to smallerthan chaff by the 
rub of their miserable carcases ; 
behold these things in England 
and all over England ; hear it ob- 
served from the Court of King’s 
Bench, that bread and water-are 
the common food and drink of the 
labouring. people in England. 
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See the wretched resorts of the 
‘< houseless ;” read the description 
of them, even in this luxurious 
metropolis, packed so closely 
upon the floor ‘that there is not 
room for the turning of the body: 
look at all these things, things 
which no man can deny; things 
notorious to the whole nation, and 
then think of the immeasurable, 
the ten-fold brazen audacity of 
the man who can assert, in the 
face of this same suffering and 
degraded people, this starving, 
this tread-mill country ; who can 
assert, that; for the last four or 
five years, the conduct of Govern- 
ment has given such general sa- 
tisfaction, and the nation has 
been so well off, that the: people 
have not, any longer, been anxious 
abouta Reform of the Parliament, 
and that, therefore, now he may 
support Mr. Canning, though he 
selemnly declares that he will 
oppose Reform to the last hour of 
his parliamentary life! Think of 
the brass of this man, and your 
tage will be-so great, that you will 
seek for consolation in something 
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that shall give you ground fora 
hope that the triumph of his auda- 
city will not be of great duration. 
Such consolation I have; and I 
wish that each of you should have 
it too; 1 shall, therefore, state it 
to you by and by; but, first of 
all, we must dispose of our own 
hero, our twenty years old re- 
former; that is to'say, our chame 
pion pretended, for twenty years ; 
our champion pretended, indeed, 
for thirty years; but our cham-~ 
pion receiving reward, ample for 
even faithful services, if they had 
been such, during twenty years. 
The reports of the debates in 
Parliament, exhibit Brovenam, 
Lord Joun Russext, Burperr 
and Canwnine, making their de- 
clarations relative to Reform of 
Mr. Dawson had 
asked this strange coalition what 


they now meant to do relative to 


Parliament. 


several subjects, and, amongst 
others, relative to the subject of 
Parliamentary Reform. It was 
difficult, indeed, to imagine how 
any of the coalescing Whigs, and 
particularly how Burdett could 
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shuffle. out of this question. It] 
was, with him, the all-in-all; the 
one thing needful; the sine qua 
non, and the evil, the want of Re- 
form, he had called, over and over 
again, the accursed thing of the 
country ;_ the sole cause of all its 
calamities, and the cause which, 
if not removed, must, in the end, 
and ought speedily, to produce 
the overthrow of every thing. 
How often (good God!) has he 
called to the people; how often 
has he invoked them to come for- 
ward ia a mass, and to demand 
their rights in a manner not to be 
resisted : how often has he, and in 
terms the most vehement and 
most bitter, reproached the peo- 
ple, accused them of cowardice, ac- 
cused them of degeneracy, accused 
them of being unworthy of his ex- 
ertionsin their favour, becausethey 
did not come forward simultaneous- 
ly as one man, and imitate the ex- 
ample of those who had sent him 
into Parliament ; and, now, we see 
him seated at the back of a man, 
who has not only always been the 
bitterest enemy of Reform ; who 
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has not only been the very for- 
wardest in support of every mea- 
sure for keeping down Reform, by 
every means that could be sug- 
gested ; who has not only vilified, 
calumniated and heaped the most 
infamous accusations and imputed 
the most infamous of motives to 
all Reformers, but who still de- 
clares, in the very teeth of this Sir 
Francis Burdett, that he, who is 
now Prime Minister, will oppose 
Reform, under whatever shape it 
may appear, to the last hour of his 
parliamentary life ! 

The sayings of these men, 
their declarations to which J have 
alluded, agreeably to the report 
in the Morning Chronicle, took 
place in the House of Commons 
on Friday, the 4th day of this 
month of May. These are me- 
morable words. They will have 
to be repeated many times here- 
after ; and, as in the case of Pros- 
perity Rosrson’s speech of the 
month of February, 1824, I, fore- 


seeing the many times that I shall 
have.to refer to these words, insert 
them as J find them reported iu 
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the above mentioned paper, under 
the above mentioned date. A time 
may come, and I am sure that a 
time will come, and that that time 
is not distant, when we shall 
have to call upon the three former 
of these men, at any rate, to an- 
swer to us, the people, for having 
uttered these words, or to deny 
(which, however, they must do 
without loss of time) that they 
ever did utter such words. They 
are neither of them the wisest of 
mankind ; but, weak indeed must 
they be, if they expect that these 
memorable words wiil be suffered 


to sink into oblivion. 





Mr. BROUGHAM. 


“ Now we come to the question 
of Parliamentary Reform, and it is 
quite unnecessary for me to remind 
the House that we, who formed the 
late Opposition, were as a body di- 
vided upon that question, many be- 
ing at one time against Reform alto- 
gether, who had so far yielded, how- 
ever, as to be for moderate Reform, 
which Major Cartwright and others 
called mock Reform, but which I 
certainly call by no such appellation; 
and several still objecting to any 
Parliamentary Reform. It is im- 


possible to say, with any appearance 
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‘of reasou or sound argument, that 
we as a body stood pledged in favour 
of that question, against which the 
Right Honourable Gentleman at the 
head of the Treasury, [ am appre- 
hensive, does stand pledged. That 
we, therefore, who have been so long 
divided among ourselves on that 
question, should on that ground, as 
a body, refuse to join an Administra- 
tion whose principles and conduct 
we approved of in so many other par- 
ticulars, would be perfect folly, and 
injurious to the favourable side of 
that very question: it would be in- 
justice to ourselves, and dishonesty 
to our country. The great features 
of the late’ Administration, after the 
loss of the late Lord Londonderry, 
were marked by large views, and by 
a liberal and truly English feeling, 
more particularly in its foreign 
policy, and its conduct with regard 
to the rising States of South Ame-' 
rica [hear, hear!]; and on the most 
urgent questions respecting trade 
and manufactures under the conduct 
chiefly of the Right Honourable 
President of the Board of Controul, 
the proceedings of that Administra- 
tion were founded on liberal and 
enlightened views, and such as were 
fully approved in the main by the 
great body of the Opposition. These 
have been the three cardinal points 
of the Administration—the large’ 
features upon which they have acted 
ever since the Right Honoyrable 
Gentleman now at the head of the 
Treasury came into the Foreign 
Office.” 7 
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LORD JOHN RUSSELL 

“ Said, that as the subject of Par- 
liamentary Reform had been intro- 
duced, and as that was a subject 
which he had taken considerable in- 
terest in, and to which he had on 
more than one occasion called the 
attention of Parliament, he wished 
to remind the House, that that was 
never a Parliamentary question of 
the Whigs as a party. It was a 
question on which there was a great 
diversity of opinion among. those 
who advocated it,. and to which the 
leaders of the Whigs were always 
unwilling to be pledged as to a party 
question, He (Lord John. Russell) 
did not expect that it would be car- 
ried as a party question. He had 
often declared so, and had done so 
when last he brought the question 
forward, which, he stated, was 
brought forward for the last time. 
The reason which induced him to 
state that he had brought it forward 
then for the last time, was, because 
he observed a great lukewarmness 
throughout the country and in the 
House on the questiva, which luke- 
warmness was greatly owing to the 
conciliatory and satisfactory man- 
ner in which Government was lat- 
terly conducted, and which made 
him and his Honourable Friends 
suppose that, by supporting that por- 
tion of it which remained, they might 
contribute to the public service—if 
it had remained indeed,,in the pos 
session of the seceders—if the Go- 
vernment was under the controul of 
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the Honourable Member for Derry 
(Mr. Dawson), and the discontent 
and dissatisfaction that would pre- 
vail, he might expect the inevitable 
successof this measure ; but, anxtous 
as he was for its successful result, 
yet he owned he was not desirous to 
purchase it at such a cost as the 
return to office of himself and his 
associates in secession.” 


or WESTMINSTER. 


SIR FRANCIS BURDETT, 

“ One principal ground on which I 
give my support to the present Ad- 
ministration is, because it does prac- 
tically and in effect uphold the King 
in the just exercise of his prerogative. 
That is my justification on that point. 
But I will tell the Right Honourable 
Gentleman further, that putting 
aside all the great questions which he 
is so singularly anxious to bring un- 
der discussion, including among the 
rest that of Parliamentary Reform [a 
laugh], I see sufficient reason to sup- 
port this Administration. [Cheers. ] 
The Right Honourable Gentleman 
seems never to have known that 
there was a schism on the subject of 
Reform. It.is news to him that there 
were ever shades of opinion upon it. 
He was not aware, it appears, that 
there were as many different views of 


the general measure as there have 


always been of comprehensive poli- 
tical questions. Some are for con- 
fining it within narrow limits ; others 
for extending it to the widest. Lam 
ready to vote for any measure of Re- 
form. By supporting the present 
Government, I do not abandon or sa- 
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crifice one iota of my principles as a 
friend of Parliamentary Reform, or 
any other question on which I may 
deem it fitting and prudent to de- 
liver my sentiments. [Cheers.] Asa 
man of common sense, I must wish 
to achieve some practical good in my 
time. If I cannot do all I would, I 
am bound, without waiting till, per- 
haps, more extensive views may be 
adopted, to promote all the good 
which the opportunity of the passing 
moment offers me. [Hear, hear !]— 
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“ My Right Hon. Friend (Mr. 
Canning ) has been accused, among 
other things of an overweening am- 
bition,” &c, &e. 


Mr. CANNING. 

*T am asked what I mean to do 
on the subject of Parliamentary Re- 
form? Why, I say—to oppose it—tio 
oppose it to the end of my life in this 
House, under whatever shape it may 
appear.” 


Here ‘are their declarations ; 
and ‘these declarations are to re- 


main upon record, until the time 


come, when. I do hope we shall 


have an opportunity of calling 


upon them for an answer to what 


may be fairly urged against these 
declarations. But, we are not 


gaing to wait, I hope, before we, 
by our- conduct, give: the: lie- to 
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those, who assert that we are luke- 
warm, who assert that we feel no 
interest any longer in the cause of 
Reform. 

Of the silly shuffle contained 
in the two former of these reports 
of speeches, I shall say nothing ; 
except that they prove: the truth 
of what we have so often asserted, 
that the Whig reform was a mi- 
serable sham, and that even that 
sham would be abandoned, the 
moment the parties found that they 
could get into place. What does 
the veteran placeman Tizrney, 
who is, they say, to have asnug 
birth in the new concern; what 
does he say to this question of 
Reform; he who signed the peti- 
tion of Lord Grey, just thirty 
years ago in this very month of 
May, and he who has seen added 
to the national debt (including 
dead-weight and.  poor-rates) a 
thousand millions of money since 
that time; he who has seen the 
number of paupers angmented ten- 
fold; he who has seen large parts 
of the people-of Ireland shut up in. 
‘their houses from sunset ‘to sum 
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rise ; he who has seen, since the 
time he signed that petition, more 
bankruptcies take place and more 
insolvencies than had taken place 
in three centuries before. He who 
has seen the labouring people of 
England reduced to an allowance 
of food and drink and raiment, 
smaller in quantity and worse in 
quality than that which is allowed 
to convicted felons in the gaols: 
what does the veteran Tierney 
Say, in the way of reason for giving 
his support toa man who declares 
to his face that he will persevere 
in the present unreformed system 
to the last hour of his parliamen- 
tary life? Does the veteran 
Tierney think that the right sort 
of system, think that the best sort 
of Parliament, which every year 


or two raises or lowers the value 


of money, and every year or two 


crushes one class or other of the 
community, and which has, even 
at this moment, no plan of restora- 
tion, no plan for producing a set- 
tled state of things, while things are 
going on from bad to worse, 
and while a convulsion, if not 
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prevented by a Reform, is as sure 
to be the result as the end of the 
year is sure to arrive? The ve- 
teran Tierney did, in 1793, look 
upon a Reform of the House of 
Commons as absolutely necessary 
to the salvation of the country ; 
but, a thousand millions having 
been added to the Debt by an 
unreformed Parliament, an enor- 
mous standing army in time of 
peace having been kept up by 
that unreformed Parliament, par- 
sons having received military half- 
pay and being upheld in the re- 
ceipt of it by that famously unre- 
formed Parliament, that unreform- 
ed Parliament having passed corn 
bills, transportation-for-poaching 
bills, new-trespass laws, and hav- 
ing ordained banishment for life 
as the punishment of a man who 
shall, a second time, utter that 
which has a tendency to bring the 
unreformed Parliament into con- 
tempt; the unreformed Parliament 
having swelled up the taxes from 
sixteen millions a-year to sixty 


millions a-year, and the people 


having been, in consequence, 
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plunged into crimes that have 
caused new gaols to rise up all 
over the country; yes, the unre- 


formed Parliament having been 


found adequate to all these things, | 


it would appear from the news-| 


paper reports that the Right Ho- 
nourable veteran has gone and 
placed himself at the back of a 
Prime Minister, who positively de- 
clares, that he will oppose, to the 
end of his parliamentary life, any 
Reform of the Parliament, in 
whatever shape that Reform may 
appear ! 

Burperrt, who has, doubtless, 
the same cogent reasons with the 
veteran Tierney, has, however, 
a rather tougher task to perform, 
in order to make people believe 
that he has not, by pledging him- 
self to support Canning, aban- 
doned one iota of his principles as 
a friend of Parliamentary Reform. 
He sets out by saying, that he 
will put aside that question, and 
that he then finds sufficient rea- 
-sons for supporting Canning ; 
but Canning will not let him put 
tt aside; for, he gets up imme- 
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diately and says he will oppose 
Reform to the end of his political 
life, and, still Burdett sits at his 
back, and still he says he will sup- 
port him. With these facts so 
plainly before our eyes, are we to 
be cheated by an observation that 
there was a schism on the subject 
of Reform; aye, a schism, sure 
enough, made by the Whigs, 
whom he denounced, a thousand 
times over, for hypocrisy and 
roguery in the making of that 
schism. He talks about shades 
of opinion, and Canning himself 
talked about this difference of 
opinion amongst Reformers, and 
the vile Whigs talked about this 
difference of opinion, and the base 
hypocrites made it an excuse for 
not supporting Reform! Burdett 
says, there were many different 
views as to the nature of the Re- 
form; I can,tell him that there 
will be not many different views 
as to his conduct upon the present 
occasion; and, when the people 
of Westminster shall have a 
fair meeting, as I trust. they 
will have NEXT MONDAY 
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IN COVENT-GARDEN, AT 
TWELVE O’CLOCK, he will 
find them perfectly unanimous; 
he will find no:differences of opi- 
nion as to his junction with,’ or, 
rather, his truckling to, the jester, 
Canning, who set the House ina 
roar upon the subject of the bowels 
of poor Ogden. 

But, Gentlemen, do, I pray you, 
look at the impudence of this as- 
sertion. The words form the 
greatest insult that ever was offer- 
ed to any people upon the face of 
the earth. 


land in general, and the people of 


The people of Eng- 


Westminster in particular, have 
now received from this vain and 
haughty aristocrat, a greater insult 
than I recollect ever having seen 
offered to any body before. Here 
stands up a Prime Minister and 
says, I will oppose Parliamentary 
Reform to the end of my ‘political 
life: there shall be no Parlia- 
mentary Reform, as long as I shall 
be Minister: and, Burdett, stand- 
ing close at this man’s back, says, 
within a few’ minutes of the same 
time, I will support this Minister : 


that is to say, I will supportan 
opposition to Reform as long as 
this man remains Minister ; 
and, yet, I do not sacrifice one 
iota of my principles as a’ friend 
of Reform! Upon my soul, Gen- 
tlemen, I believe him, if he mean 
his real principles; for, from the 
bottom of my heart, I believe he 
was always the secret enemy of 
Reform. Ifhe had said, I do not 
sacrifice one iota of my pretended 
principles, I should have said, 
that the declaration argued.a sense 
of past hypocrisy and a determi- 
nation to be open and fair with us 
for the future. As the words now 
stand, they are a piece of base, 
ungratuitous insolence. If he had 
said, I must wish to achieve some 
practical good in my time; that 
is to say, good to myself; to pick 
up a peerage, or so, ‘* as a man 
| of common sense, when the oppor- 
tunity is offered by the passing 
‘moment ;” but, to declare that he 


will support the man, the Prime 
Minister, who, at the same: mo- 
ment, tells him to his teeth that he 
will oppose Reform to the end of his 
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life in that House, and stillto call 
himself a friend. of Reform, isa 
piece of insolence that could have 
proceeded from no. man who had 
not been flattered for twenty years 
by a set of corrupt wretches who 
made a trade of crying him up for 
their own emolument. His new 
master has left him no excuse; he 
has left him no hole to creep out 
of, no pretences about shades of 
opinion and difference in views ; 
for, he hastold him that he will op- 
pose Reform under whatever shape 
it may appear,.and Burdett has 
pledged himself to support this 
man, and, of course, to support 
this opposition to the end of this 
man’s life, if he himself live so 
long, 

Nothing more need be said 
upon the subject, with a view of 
exposing the conduct of the man, 
who pledged himself to support 
the cause of Reform to the end of 
his life; who pledged himself to 
lay down his life if necessary, to 
ensure the success of that cause. 


It is curious enongh, that Mr. 


Brougham says, that, if Dawson 
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and his friends had remained: in. 
power, the Reformers might have 
been encouraged to proceed; but 
that, now, they will have no en- 
couragement to do'so. A pretty 
assertion, this, and clearly show- 
ing that that intriguing lawyerand 
all his brother coalescers reckon 
without their host. | However, 
what we have aveto consider, is, 
what is our duty in this crisis of 
affairs. Ourduty clearly is, tomeet 
when and where we legally can: 
there is no obstacle to our meet- 
ing now. Seven house-holders 
are to call a Meeting, when and 
where they like, upon giving the 
neig hbouring Magistrate notice of 
their intention. 
that all this stuff will be blown 


It is very true, 


into air, at no very distant day, by 
troubles, by turmoils, that will 
shake these jobbers out of their 
senses ; but, we ought to be ready; 
we ought to be perfectly ready to 
avail ourselves of the advantages 
that events will offer: us, for the 
purpose of securing that Reform 
of the House of Commons, with- 
‘out which we must become.a herd 
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of the most beggarly slaves that 
ever crept about under the sun. 
{ am happy to perceive that a 
meeting is to be held at Cevent- 
Garden at 12 o'clock on Monday 
At that meeting I shall be ; 
and I understand that it is the 
intention of Mr. Hunr to be there 
also. 


meeting I do not at present know. 


next. 


The precise object of the 


Whatever it may be, the meeting 
affords an opportunity for an ap- 
peal to the insulted and ill-treated 
people upon the subject of their 
ill-treatment and of the conduct of 
those who have insulted them. | 
here insert a notification which 
appeared in the Morning Herald 
of Tuesday last; and, as I detest 
roundabout ways, I will state 
precisely how that notification 
was produced. I spoke to a 
gentleman on Sunday last, to 
request Mr. Hunt, if he had the 


same views upon the subject that 


I had, to meet me the next day 
to deliberate on the means of co- 
operation in defence of the cause 
of Reform. The gentleman went 
suddenly out of town on Monday 
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| morning. Finding him gone, I 
wrote to Mr. Hunt much about 
what I had expressed to the gen- 
tleman verbally, and requested 
him to meet me that day, if he 
chose to co-operate with me for 
such purpose. The consequence 
of my letter was that a meeting took 
place, and that, in about ten 
minutes afterwards, the following 
notification was sent to be pub- 
lished in the Morning Herald 


Newspaper. 


Purity of Election — Parlia- 


mentary Reform. 


The Anniversary Dinner-Meet- 
ing will, of course, be held, at the 
Crown and Anchor, in the Strand, 
on the 23d of this month of May, 
to celebrate the event, to which the 
above title alludes; and we think it 
right, think it a duty that we owe to 
our country, to notify, that we in- 
tend to be present at that Dinner, 
in the hope of obtaining an expla- 
nation of circumstances, which, in 
our opinion, indicate, in certain 
quarters, not only a disposition, but 
a settled design, to betray the cause 
of the people, and to barter the rem- 
nant of their liberties for the grati- 
fication of the vanity, or pecuniary 
interest, of those, wha have here- 
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tofore professed themselves to be 
the most zealous defenders of those 


rights, 
Wa. COBBETT. 


H. HUNT. 
London, 7th May, 1827. 


Since this notification was written, 
J have seen advertised in thenews- 
papers, a meeting to take place, 
in the open air, in Covent-garden, 
on Monday next, the 14th instant. 
To that meeting, as I said before, 
I shall go, and I understand that 
Mr. Hunt will be there also. The 
people of Westminster may, by 
possibility, have become so abo- 
minably base as to like to be bar- 
tered, like bullocks in Smithfield ; 
but, at any rate, they shall not be 
bartered without my doing my ut- 
most to make them understand the 
nature of the transaction: I have, 
however, supposed this merely for 
argument’s sake. I know they 
have been deceived, I know they 
have been cheated, I know they 
have been muzzled, I know they 
have been made miserable tools 
of by a selfish and rascally Rump- 
committee ; but I know that they 
are not corrupted; I know that, 
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when they perceive the treason 
that has been committed against 
them, they will repel the traitors 
with indignation ; and, I do really 
believe that this treachery, intend- 
ed to ruin their liberties for ever ; 
intended to make them slaves, in- 
finitely more base than those of 
Maryland or Virginia; 1 do be- 
lieve that this treachery, which 
aimed at the utter extirpation of 
all hope of Reform, will be the 
cause of the triumph of Reform 
and of the destruction of the trai- 
tors. 

As to the dinner, the “‘ twentieth 
anniversary of the purity of elec- 
tion dinner; if the stewards, as 
they call themselves; if the pro- 
moters of the dinner, suffer it to 
pass without calling to account the 
great hero of: the feast, they must 
and will be’ stigmatized as the 
basest. wretches upon earth. 
Twenty successive years has this 
dinner been held to celebrate the 
triumph of Westminster in having 
secured the election of a member 
in spite of the aristocracy. For 
twenty successive years that mem- 
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ber has, in that same dinner room, 
solemnly declared his immoveable 
attachment to the cause of Reform, 
and has, with equal solemnity, 
assured the parties present, that 
no good whatever could ever be 
effected for the country without 
such Reform; that every thing 
else was idle and farcical ; that the 
Whig pretence about economy 
and retrenchment was a bypocri- 
tical shuffle; for twenty succes- 
sive years has he thus been vowing 
and declaring upon this identical 
spot; and he now comes to the same 
spot under the title of ‘* Triumph 
of Westminster, Parity of Elec- 
tion,” having just declared, in 
that seat into which the “ Triumph 
of Westminster” put him ; after 
having just declared from that very 
seat, that he who was, that he who 
continues to be, the bitter and 
abusive enemy of Reform, is now 
* hisright honourable friend,” and 
after having declared that he will 
give his support to that enemy of 
Reform, though that enemy says 
he will continue to be its enemy 
to the end of his life! If, there- 


fore, this man can go into that 
dinner-room, and come out of it 
without the censure that he 
merits, the company assembled 
there will be so base, so entirely 
worthless and infamotis;. 806 rotten, 
so corrupt and so degraded, that 


To THe Etecrors 
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they will deserve, not to be treat- 
ed like fallen men, but to be trod- 
den into dirt and dung, like the 
spawn of those filthy reptiles 
from which the eye is turned and 
the touch recoils. 

But, this event will not happen. 
Englishmen are not so degraded, 
yet. Fellows with age and skill in 


or WESTMINSTER. 


the art of packing, and well sup- 


plied with money, may do much; 
but I do not believe that they har 

the power; I do not believe that 
they could bribe enough of even 
poor starving creatures in West- 
minster to bear down the indignant 
and independent men who will be 
present at the Crown-and-Anchor 
on thatday. I beg leave to press 
it upon the real and earnest friends 
of Reform, and, particularly, upon 
those who have some leisure, to 
consider, that they have a very 
sacred duty to perform upon this 
occasion. Nothing is so clear, as 
that the people are intended to be 
sacrificed by both the factions; that 
the liberties and all the interests 
of the people are to be the price 
of the several splittings and jost- 
lings and shufflings and choppings 
and changings that have been and 
that are, now, going on. If the 
people gain no relief now; if 
the present scheme of sacrificing 
them succeed, almost every man 
im the middle rank of life must 
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and will become something very 
near to that of a pauper. The sys- 
tem is now stripping the laborious 
tradesmen, who always hitherto 
escaped. There is no remedy 
short of a Reform of the Parlia- 
ment. We have no detence but 
in such Reform; and this is now 
become so evident ; it is become 
so evident that we must be beg- 
gared by the tax-eaters of various 
descriptions ; by theseeternal half- 
pay parsons and others who feed 
upon our vitals ; this is so evi- 
dent, that now it is seen by the 
dullest of eyes. All men see it; 
and, I trust, that many will now 
have the courage to come forward 
and do their best to save them- 
selves and their children from that 
degradation which, without a Re- 
form, is, assuredly, their lot. 

I think that, upon this ocea- 
sion, many gentlemen in the coun- 
try ought to come to London; 
ought to be at the first of the 
meetings which will now take 
place. If they will not stir hand 
or foot, it is in vain to use their 
eyes in reading and their tongues 
in chatting by their own fire-sides, 
It is out in public meeting that 
they are wanted. I trust that 
they will not be wanted, but will 
come forth; that they will show 


.Mr. Brougham that they have 
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Reform ; and, they may be as- 
sured, that, as far as | am con- 
cerned; as far as my capacity 
goes; as far as my limbs will 
carry me, and my voice can be 
heard, nothing shall be neglected 
to counteract the schemes and de- 
feat the projects of the treacher- 
ous, base, malignant and cow- 
ardly enemies of the cause of 
Reform. 
Wma. COBBETT. 
P.S. I perceive that Mr. Hume 
has given notice that he intends to 
bring in a Bill to repeal one of the 
Six Acts; and nothing has given 
me more pleasure fora long time. 
This is one of those famous Acts, 
passed in Canning’s so loudly ex- 
tolled “‘ short month of legisla- 
tion,” which followed close upon 
the 16th of August, thanks to the 
Manchester Magistrates, and the 
Oldham Inquest ; and the parti- 
cular Act which Mr. Hume’s no- 
tice relates to, is that which had 
been conjured up by Canning, 
Mackintosh and others, who are 
coalesced, to make it law to trans- 
port a man on the second convic- 
tion of writings having a tendency 
to bring either House into con- 
tempt.—I repeat, that I rejoice to 
see this notice of Mr. Hume, and 
[ am sure that he can.do nothing 
for which.be will better deserve 
the thanks.of the country, 
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MARKETS. 


Average Prices of CORN through- 
out ENGLAND, for the week end- 
ing April 27. 


Per Quarter, 


s. d, a @ 
Wheat... 56 2|Rye....40 9 
Barley .. 39 5 | Beans...47 0O 
Oats....30 6] Pease...45 O 





Total Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold in the Maritime Districts, for 
the week ended April 27. 


Qrs. Qrs. 
Wheat. , 35,634] Rye. .... 252 
Barley .. 11,686 | Beans. .. 1,588 
Oats... 11,650 | Pease... . 292 





Corn Exchange, Mark Lane. 


Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the weck ended 
Saturday, April 28. 


Qrs. gS. 28.4. s. d. 
Wheat. .4,489 for 13,304 18 7 Average, 59 3 
41 0 


Barley..2,222 .. 4,561 10 5..cseseee. 

Oats... 3,800 .. 6448 4 G.rcccceee. 33 11 
Rye.cce 2 oo SIS Brscccccee 36 10 
Beans.c 419 .. G39 1D Torcccccces 4 6 
Pease... 90 .. BS BS OQoeedceseces 45 7 


Friday, May 4.—The supplies of 
Grain and Flour this week are mo- 
derate. The Wheat trade remains 
the same as stated on Monday last. 
Barley, Beans, and Pease fully main- 
tain their late quotations. There is 
not much doing in the Oat trade to- 
day, and prices remain as last re- 








Markers, 440 


ported. There is a fair demand for 
fresh made Flour. 


Monday, May 7.—The arrivals of 
the past week were moderate of most 
kinds of Grain, and this morning the 
fresh supplies are small. Wheat of 
prime quality continues scarce, and 
has obtained a further advance of 1s, 
per qr. on the terms of this day se’n- 
night, and other descriptions meet a 
more ready sale than of late. 


The Maltsters having nearly done 
working, the best parcels of Barley 
sell heavy at last quotations ; Grind- 
ing samples sell freely, and are ra- 
ther dearer. Beans of good quality 
are again 1s. per quarter higher, as 
there are so few at market. Pease 
of both kinds remain the same as 
last quoted, with little doing. In 


.| good sweet Oats there has been a 


fair demand to-day, at full as good 
prices as last Monday, but other 
kinds have not met with buyers 
readily. There is a good trade for 
fresh made Flour, but the prices are 
unaltered. 


Price of Bread.—The price of the 
4lb. Loaf is stated at 9d. by the 
full-priced Bakers. 


COAL MARKET, May 4. 


Shipsat Market. Ships sold. Price. 
324 Newcastle 153..31s, 0d. to37s. 9d. 
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Account of Wheat, &c. arrived in 
the Port ef London, from April 30 
to May 5, both inclusive. 


Qrs. Qrs. 
Wheat .. 5,557] Tares .... 302 
Barley .. 2,404] Linseed .. 92 
Malt .... 6,989 | Rapeseed. — 
Oats .... 3,174 } Brank: .. 18 
Beans... 433] Mustard.. — 
Flour.... 6,419 | Flax .... — 
Rye.... — |Hemp... 35 
Pease.... 257 | Seeds ... — 





Foreign.—Wheat, 1,175; Barley, 
4,290; Uats, 11,868; Beans, 5,860 
quarters. | 





Monday, May 7.—The arrivals 
from Ireland last week were, 620 
firkins of Butter, and 1,792 bales of 
Bacon; and from Foreign Ports, 
4,062 casks of Butter. 


HOPS. 


Price of Hops, per Cwt. in the 
Borough. 


Monday, May 7.—The accounts 
from Kent and Sussex state flea as 
general, and have done some damage 
to the bines, which at present come 
up weak and nettley; prices, how- 
ever, are not improved. Currency: 
Sussex, 80s. to 95s.; Kent, 84s. to 
112s. Duty 115,000/. 


Maidstone, May 3.—The warm 
weather and showers this last week, 
have much improved the Hops, and 
the Bines, which from the flea and 
frost were looking very unkindly, 
are resuming their colour and doing 
well. In the trade nothing doing. 


Worcester, May 2.—On Saturday, 
166 pockets of Hops were weighed: : 
there was more demand, and an ad- 
vance in price; the average being 
96s. to 100s., and fine 105s. Neither 
the Merchants nor Planters are lar 
holders. The accounts from the 
Plantation state that the flea in- 
creases, 
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SMITHFIELD. 


Monday, May 7.—The Beef Trade 
was heavy on Friday, but the best 
Beasts made about as much as this 
day se’nnight. Mutton was in fair 
demand, and looking upwards. Lamb 
sold freely at steady prices.—To-day 
there is a brisk trade, and higher 
prices given for every thing but 
lamb, which remains at 6s. to 7s. 
per stone. We quote Beef no higher 
than 5s, 2d. for the general trade ; 
but some choice things have made 
more money. The best polled Sheep, 
shorn, have freely obtained 5s. 4d.; 
and Downs in the Wool, 6s. per 
stone. In the dead market, on Sa- 
turday, fore quarters of Mutton were 
sold at 5s., and whole carcases at 
5s, 4d. 

Per Stone of 8 We (alive). 

$ 


> fie s. d. 
Beef.:...4 4to 5 2 
Mutton...5 O0O—6 O 
Veal.....5 O—6 O 
Pork.....4 4—5 
Lamb ....6 O—7 O 
Beasts. . 2,035 | Sheep .. 15,600 
Calves... 130] Pigs ... 160 


NewoateE, (same day.) 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead), 


ieee 2 
Beef .....3 8 to 4 
Mutton...4 O—5 
Veal.....3 8—5 
Pork.....3 8— 5 
Lamb ....4 


Oaonwr & 


8 — 6 


LEA DENHALL, (same day.) 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead). 


$ dd & 
Beef... .3 10 to 4 
Mutton ...3 8—5 
Veal.....+310— 5 
Pork...-.4 Oo— 5 


Lamb eeoee 8 — 6 


ores ok 
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SPITALFIELDS, per don. 
i 


“ s. 
Ox-Nobles.....3 15 to 
Middlings......2 10 
Se 
Common Red..4 0 
Onions, 0s. Od.—Os. Od. perb 


& “ea 
Ox-Nobles . 3 10 to 4 0 | Whitechapel.--Hay.... 84s 
Middlings... 2 10 — QQ Q Straw.. .38s. to 
Chats.. ms 15 — 2 O Clov 
Common Red. 310 —90 0 over. .90s. to 


BorouG =) of Ton. 


Markets, 


POTATOES, 





8. 
0 
— 0 
20— 0 
— 0 
ush 








Smithfield.— Hay... 


.90s. to 


Straw...38s. 
Clover. 100s. 


| 
h. | St, James’s.— Hay... 
Seew . 


80s. 
o« 106s. 


Clover. 120s. 
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HAY and STRAW, per Load. 


120s. 
42s. 
140s, 
132s. 
49s. 
140s. 
115s, 
42s. 
135s, 


AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties of 


England and Wales, for the Week ended April 27, 1827. 


Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

&S & a << & iG 
SE. ccc cccodevccect 58 10....40 10....33 0 
PRI, cccccctccnsdutewes GB Bice Beceear FB 
Pe cconccaeedeweue eco DD G....39 10....30 6 
IGE. ov ck cbs ee sedees tah 9... 0 Gree S 
EE * wcowncvaaavened S fusca Gna % 
Cambridgeshire.......... SB BD. .008T. 0.00587 F 
POORER Ac occxecbawsecces 65 0....36 6....30 6 
Lincolnshire .........-s:. 55 0....40 9....27 0 
POCMBRWO 2.0 cccvcvecccces 54 10....41 8....27 6 
TREE occ bcs icdbbeed 55 8....42 3....38 8 
Northumberland ........ 64 0....0 0...s8%.5 
Cumberland .............61 3....40 4....384 2 
Westmoreland .......... 61 10....43 8....38 3 
Lancashire ......6...+.%. sl. 8...:643, 6...~86 .1 
Cheshire ......... ehedeos 60 10.... 0 0....0 0 
Gloucestershire ......... 66 8....43 1...:37 1 
Somersetshire .......... 56 °1..2%@ 1... i388 
Monmoatbshire........ 009 °S...545 0....0 0 
a, 56 4....38 10....2 2 
Cornwall........ coccocccdOn aw. OL. ..87 *3 
Dorsetshire ....... ecooeedd 8....39 8....37 9 
Hampshire ...... aM ccces 55 7....40 8....30 lL 
North Wales ............ 64.10....45 2....35 0 
South Wales ........... -O8 5....45 4....28 1 


* The London Average is always that of the Week preceding. 
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Bristol, May 5.—The sales of Corn, &c. in our Corn markets, appear 
more brisk than they have been, and more business.is doing. The prices 
at present are about as below quoted.—Wheat, from 6s. to 7s. 6d. ; Barley, 
4s. 3d.to 6s. 3d.; Beans, 6s. Sd. to &s.; Oats, 3s. 2d. to 4s. 3d.; and Malt, 
5s. 6d. to 8s. 3d. per bushel, Imperial. Flour, Seconds, $2s. to. 43s, 
per bag. 

Horncastle, May 5.—There has been so little alteration in our Corn 
markets for the last two or three weeks, that it is not worth notice— 
Wheat, 54s. to 56s.; Barley, 40s. to 43s.; Oats, SOs. to 35s.; Beans, 
60s, to 64s.; and Rye from 40s, to 45s, per quarter. | 


Ipswich, May 5.—We had to-day a small supply of Corn at market, 
The sale was dull at about last week’s, prices, as follow: —Wheat, ‘54s. to 
62s.; Barley, 36s. to 41s.; and Beans, 47s. to 49s. per quarter. 


Malton, May 5.—Our market for Grain continuesin the same dull state 
it has been for some weeks past. Prices rather lower. “Wheat, 58s. to 
62s. per quarter for 40 stone; Barley, 44s. to 45s. per quarter. Oats 15d. 
to 17d. per stone. 


Manchester, May 5,—During the week, and at our market to-day, there 
has been a better demand for most articles in the trade. The holders of 
fine wheat demanded an advance of 2d. per bushel of 70 lbs., which was, 
in a few instances, complied with. Oats may be quoted 4d. to 1d, per 
45 lbs. lower, with very little doing in them. Beans were in request at 
last week’s rates. Flour is rather improved in value as well as demands 


In Barley, Pease, and Malt, no alteration. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne, May 5.—The supply of Wheat from the farmers 
was again large this morning, and having some small arrivals coastwise, 
the millers were enabled to supply themselves at a trifle above the prices 
of last week. Rye continues in demand. Barley sells at the same prices 
as last week, but the demand is very limited. The farmers’ supply of 
Oats sold very slowly at a decline of 1s. per quarter, but foreign Oats in 
bond are dearer. : 


Norwich, May 5.—*We had only a small supply of all Grain to-day, and 
the demand being brisk, Red Wheat sold at 52s. to 59s.; White, to 61s. ; 
Barley, 50s. to 40s.; Oats, 28s. to 32s.; Beans, 43s, to 485.; Pease, 44s. to 
48s.; Boilers, to 52s. per quarter ; and Flour, 41s. to 42s. per sack, 


Reading, May 5—We had a short supply of Wheat, which met a ready 
sale on much the same terms as last week, viz. 55s. to 68s. per quarter, by 
the Imperial measure. The quantity of Barley was less than for the last 
twelve months; it sold at the same prices as this day se’nnight. Oats 
were also a short supply, and maintained their value. So little was done 
in Beans or Pease, that prices of both articles must be stated nominally 
as last week. 


Wakefield, May 4.—There is a good supply of Wheat fresh up to-day ; 
the factors generally, at the commencement of the market, asked higher 
rices, but the buyers were unwilling to comply, and the business done has 
een at Jast Friday’s prices. Oats and Shelling are dull sale, and rather 
Jower. Although the supply of Barley is very small, the sale has been 
dull to-day, at the rates of last week for the best samples ; and the mid- 
dling sorts are rather lower. Beans are in better demand, and 1s, per 
quarter dearer. Rapeseed is as dull as possible. 


Wisbeach, May 5.—W heat and Beans sold to-day for fullas much money 
aslast week, Oats-were-abvut 1s, lower. 
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COUNTRY CATTLE ann MEAT MARKETS, &c. 


Horncastle, May 5.—Beef, 9s. per stone of 14 lbs.; Mutton, 8d.; Lamb, 
10d.; Pork, 7d. ; and Veal, from 8d. to 9d. per lb. 


Manchester Smithfield Market, May 2.—We had a short supply of Beef 
and Mutton to this day’s market. Last week’s prices were baeely main- 
tained.—Beef, 5d. to 8d.; Mutton, 7d. to 84d.; Lamb, 94d. to 11d. ; Veal, 
53d, to 7d.; and Pork, 44d. to 6d. per lb., sinking offal. 


Norwich Castle Meadow, May 5.—The supply of fat Cattle to this day’s 
market, was exceedingly large, and the demand not corresponding with it, 
prices were a little lower than last week; 7s. 6d. to 8s. 3d. per stone of 
14 lbs., sinking offal; Store Stock was supplied als in great abundance; 
Scots sold at 4s. to 4s. 6d. per stone of what they will weigh when fat; 
Shorthorns, $s. to $s.9d. Pigs fewer in number ; fat ones to 7s. 6d. per 
stone.—Meat: Beef, 7d. to 9d.; Veal, 6d. to 8d.; Mutton, 6d, to 74d.; 
Lamb, 9d.; and Pork, 6d, to 8d. per lb. 


At Morpeth Market, May 2d, there were a good many Cattle; being a 

at demand, fat sold readily at last week’s prices. There was a full 
market of Sheep, which met with dull sale; prices rather lower, and part 
not sold.—Beef, from 7s, Sd. to 8s.; Mutton, 9s. 6d, to 10s. 6d. per stone, 
sinking offal. 
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